


SUPPLEMENTAL MANAGEMENT AREA DIRECTION 


To facilitate Forest Plan implementationand monitoring, the Mendocino National Forest has been 
divided into 41 geographic subdivisions called Management Areas. These areas were defined by 
administrative boundaries (Ranger District, Wilderness, etc.), watershed boundaries, special areas 
(recreation areas, etc.), andfinally by aggregationof similar inventoryboundaries. 

Except for those areas which are dedicated to a single purpose, such as Research Natural Areas, 
management consists of two or more management prescriptions per area. These prescriptions in 
themselvesconsist of two or more compatible resource activities. 

The following management direction is specificto each management area and includesa description
of the area, managementprescriptions,andsupplementary management areadirectionandassociated 
standardsand guidelines.The Forest-widestandards and guidelines (beginningon page IV-16 of this 
chapter) and narrative descriptions of allocated management prescriptions are also a part of the 
directionfor each of the management areas describedon the following pages It should be notedthat 
certain prescriptions,such as Timber Modified(for streamsidemanagement zones), will be appliedto 
all appropriatelocationswithin the managementarea, whetheror not the locationsare inventoriedand 
shownonthe PlanMaps Incasesof discrepancies,standardsandguidelineswilltake precedenceover 
mappedallocationsor approximate acreage allocationsshown for each management area. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #1 

Bartlett 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #1 

BARTLETT 


Total Acres 

NF Acres 


The BartlettManagementArea extendssouthfromFrenchRidgeto BartlettCreek andeast to the Upper 

Lake District boundary. All of the management area lieswithin Lake County 


The terrain is moderately steep and rugged Elevationsrangefrom 1,400 feet to 4,800 feet. The area 

is bisectedanddrainedby the NorthForkCacheCreek andthe NorthandSouthForksof BartlettCreek 

which drain into IndianValley Reservoir The soils are moderatelyerodible,moderatelyproductive,and 

have a moderateriskof landslidesonsteeper slopes Thevegetationconsistsprimarilyof chamiseand 

chaparral on the south slopes, with stands of timber along the ridgetopsand northslopes The area 

contains 1,952 acres of suitabletimberland. 


The areahas had a history of largefires, but the frequency of fire occurrenceis low. In 1989the Valley 
Fire burned 585 acres in the vicinity of Twin Valleys. 

The Bartlettarea provides habitat for severalimportantwildlife species includingnorthernspottedowl, 
mountain lion, goshawk, and prairie falcon. The area contains a potentialperegrinefalcon pest site. 
Potentialforaginghabitat for baldeagle is locatedalongthe NorthFork of CacheCreek and NorthFork 
Bartlett Creek. The North Fork of Cache Creek and Twin Valley Creek contain good populations of 
resident rainbow trout The accessto most of these creeks is difficult and the fishing pressure is very 
light. These streams also provide importantamphibian and reptile habitat. 

NoSensitive plantspeciesare knownto occurwithinthis management area. However, lower elevations 
contain chaparralhabitat that may befavorablefor Brodiaeacoronariassp rosea, Antirrhinum-­
datum andEriastrumbrandegeae.Higherelevationshavehabitatthat couldsupportE p i l o b i u m m .  

The primary recreationaluse for the area is huntingand QHV use. No developedcampgroundsexist 
in this area, however, opportunities exist for OHV trail and staging area developments. One of the 
primaryaccess routes intothe IndianValley Reservoir is county road303alongthe south boundaryof 
the management area Some of the springs supplying BartlettSprings mineralwater are located on 
private land near the county road. 

Approximately 80% of the forestedlandhasbeenaccessedand harvested.This area includesportions 
of the MiddleCreek grazingallotmentwhich IS currentlyactive, andthe CacheCreek grazingallotment 
which is currentlyvacant.The managementarea lieswithinthe boundariesof the IndianValley Coordi-
nated ResourcePlanand is under a rotationalprescribedburningprogram All water flowing from and 
through the area ISused for irrigation. 

This area contains many parcels of privateownership. 
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MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONALLOCATION 


Management Prescription 

Wildlife Emphasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chaparral Management .......................... 

Minimal Management. .......................... 

Late Successional Reserve * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Timber Modified . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
* Estimated Unmapped LSR 


Mangement Direction 


Acres 


3,313 

4,721 

12,344 

. 100 
1,952 

Completean inventory of non-systemOHV trails and roads. Evaluatethe need and suitability of these 

roads and trails and either rehabilitateand add to the system, close, or obliteratethem. 


Evaluate OHV development opportunities related to the established OHV Corridor between Middle 

Creek Campground, Digger Pine Campground,and Davis Flat 


Identifyopportunitiesto minimizeconflicts betweenOHV use and privatelandowners and incorporate 

them in the revisionof the Forest OHV Plan. 


ScheduleOHV events inGoat Rock keysummerdeer rangeto avoidthespringreproductiveperiodand 

early summer recoveryand growth periodof deer. 


Evaluateactivltieswithinthevicinityof BartlettSpringsfor their potentialto affecttheflow characteristics 

or the quality of the mineral waters at the Bartlett springs. Where the potential for adverse affects is 

identified, develop appropriatemitigationthroughthe environmentalanalysis process,on a project by 

project basis. 


Acquire isolated private parcels of land as opportunities arise 


Key Wildlife Habitat 


Species 


Bald Eagle 

NorthernSpotted Owl 

Goshawk 

Deer 


Peregrine Falcon 


Description 


PotentialForagingHabitat 

Dispersalhabitat 

Dispersalhabitat 

Portions of Middle Creek and Hale Ridge 

key winter ranges 

Portionof Goat Rock key summer range 

Potentialnest site 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #1 

Diversity Seral Stage Goals* 

Veqetation Tvpe Minimum Acreage Goals 


Hardwood 171 

Chaparral 378 

Mixed Conifer 365 


* Minimum acreage for each seral stage within type. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #2 


Middle Creek 
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MANAGEMENTAREA #2 
MIDDLE CREEK 


TotalAcres 

NF Acres 


The MiddleCreek ManagementArea extendssouth from HorseMountainto Bartlett Mountainandthe 

Bartlett MountainRoad. All of the management area lies within the County Of Lake. 


The terrain is moderately steep and rugged. Elevationsrangefrom 1,300 feet to 4,800feet. The area 

isdrainedbythe EastandWest ForksofMiddleCreek andGilbertCreek. All combineandflow intoClear 

Lake just south of the community of Upper Lake. Soils are moderatelyto highly erodible. The risk of 

landslides is moderate, with some slidesexistingon steeper slopes. Soil productivity is moderate. The 

vegetation consists primarily of chamise and chaparralwith scattered stands of timber on the north 

slopes and ridgetopsThe area contains 1,515 acres of suitabletimberland. 


The MiddleCreek ManagementArea containshabitatfor northernspattedowlandgoshawk. TheMiddle 
Creek area provideshabitatfor mountainlionsand serves as awinter andsummer rangefor deer.The 
East Fork of MiddleCreek containsa good populationof resident rainbow trout. The access is difficult 
and the fishing pressure is very light. Much of this management area is steep and most streams are 
intermittent. 

No sensitive plant species are knownto occur within this management area. However, the area does 

contain Conditions favorable for Enastrumbrandegeae and Antirrhinumsubcordatum. 


The areahasexperiencednumerouswildfiresover the past40years. Most fires start in lower elevation 
chaparralstands, with the threat of uphill runs into timber stands. The northportionof the area, inthe 
vicinity of Horse Mountain and Howard Mill, burned in the 1966 Round Fire. Salvage logging was 
completedand extensive plantationswere establishedwhich are now 10-20years old. Littlevegetative 
management to protectthe plantationsfrom wildfire has been accomplishedto date. 

The primary recreationalusesoftheareaare motorcycleriding,hunting,andhang-gliding.MiddleCreek 
Campgroundlieswithinthis managementarea, with useprimarilyinthewinter by motorcycleridersand 
their families. MiddleCreek Campgroundisastagingareafor anestablishedsegment of the state-wide 
OHV Corridor.Thereisasignificantnumberofmilesof trailswithinthe MiddleCreek ManagementArea 
Most users of the trail system for the southern end of the Upper Lake District travel through this 
management area as they travel to the restof the district. An annual OHV enduro has historically run 
inthe areausingMiddleCreek Campgroundas the start/finish area. Numerous non-systemOHV trails 
and four-wheel-drive roads are present in this area. 

Approximately80% of thetimbered landis accessed Numerousgrazingallotmentsare currentlyactive 
in this area. A portion of the management area is coveredunder the Pitney-Bartlett Coordinated 
ResourcePlan (CRP) and is under a rotationalprescribedburningprogram.The areas not coveredby 
aCRPare coveredbyForestServiceprescribedburningplans. Water flowingfromandthroughthe area 
enters Clear Lake and is usedfor irrigationor domesticwater supplies. 

This areacontainsmany parcelsof privatelandinsmallownerships. The ForestServicedoes not have 

rights-of-wayon some roads, and portionsof National Forest land have no current means of access. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #2 


MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION ALLOCATION 


Management Prescription 


Wildlife Emphasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ChaparralManagement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Minimal Management. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Late SuccessionalReserve* .......................... 

Timber Modified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

* EstimatedUnmapped LSR 


Management Direction 


Acres 


.4,325 


.7,177 


.15,174 


100 

.1,515 

Continueto emphasizeOHV recreationuseof the area. Increaseemphasis on maintenanceof existing 

trails Completethe inventoryof nonsystemroadsandtrails. Evaluatethe needand suitabilityof these 

roads and trails and either close, obliterateor rehabilitatethem and add them to the system. Evaluate 

the needfor addltions to the OHV trail systemand construct additionaltrails as needed Develop loop 

trails that are tied to the Corridor trail where opportunityexists. 


Identifyopportunitiesto minimizeconflictsbetweenOHV use and private landownersand incorporate 
them in the revision of the Forest OHV Plan 

Designatetrails inthe ForestOHVPlaninsuchaway that OHVuse is directedaway fromwet meadows, 

streambeds, and other sensitive areas 


Emphasize fuels treatment within and adjacent to plantations as a means to provide protection for 
plantationsfrom wildfire. 

Work to consolidate landownershipeast of the Elk MountainCounty Road Considerthe landswest of 

MiddleCreek andsouthof theWest Forkof MiddleCreekasanexchangebasefor beneficialexchanges 

on the Forest 


Acquire public access to larger blocks of National Forest land east of Middle Creek 
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Key Wildlife Habitat 

Species Description 

Northern Spotted Owl Dispersal habitat 
Goshawk Dispersal habitat 
Deer Portion of Middle Creek key winter range 

Diversity Seral Stage Goals” 

Vegetation Type Minimum Acreage Goals 

Hardwood 241 
Chaparral 574 
Mixed Conifer 393 

* Minimum acreage for each seral stage within type. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #3 


Fouts/Summit Springs 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #3 
FOUTS/SUMMIT SPRINGS 


Total Acres 22,877 
NF Acres 19,756 

This area extends south from Black DiamondRidge to Hornet Nest Ridge, and west from the Forest 

boundaryto Mill Valley belowSnow MountainWilderness. This area lies mainly in ColusaCounty with 

a small portion in Glenn County 


The area ranges in elevation from 1,300 feet near its eastern boundary to Over 5,200 feet at Summit 
Springs. Mixed conifer is the predominant vegetative type at the higher elevations, except in the 
northeasternportionwhere chaparral is abundant Soils at the higherelevationsare generallyshallow, 
rocky, and fragile. Soil stability rangesfrom moderateto poor. The area contains 870 acres of suitable 
timberland. 

This area provideshabitatfor deer, baldeagle, Californiathrasher,mountainlion, northernspottedOwl, 
and goshawk. This area contains foraging habitat for bald eagle, and bald eagles have been sighted 
at Deafy Glade. A potential peregrinefalcon nest site is also locatedwithin this management area. A 
portionof the key summer rangefor deer in the vicinity of Wolf Glade is closedto OHV use to minimize 
disturbance 

A small parcel of critical habitat for the northern spotted owl is located in the western portion Of the 

management area 


Bothnativeresidentand hatcheryraisedtrout arefound inStony Creek.There isexcellentresidenttrout 

fishing inbothbranchesof Stony Creek. Specialwild trout regulationsaimed at retaininga highquality 

fishery are in effect for certain parts of the creek. The State Fish and Game Departmenthas a long 

standing programof planting catchablehatchery raisedtrout in the area of Red Bridge. 


The sensitive plant species Antirrhinum subcordatum. Epilobium nivium, Eriastrum brandegeae and 

Hesperolinondrymarioideshave been recordedwithinthis area, This area may also contain potential 

habitat for Fritillariapluriflora 


Thisareais locatedwithinahighfirehazardarea. Continuousfuelbedsof chaparralexist,withapotential 

for large fires. 


Moderateto heavy recreationuseoccursmainly inthe formof camping, hunting, fishing. and OHV use. 
Several developed campgrounds are located within this management area and are usually filled to 
capacity during deer huntingseason. Huntingpressureis heavyfrom early August to November along 
the Fouts Springs Road (18N01), which forms the administrative boundary between early and late 
seasondeer hunts. Streamfishingaccess at the upperelevationsis marginaldueto the brush-covered, 
narrowcanyons. Dependingon season, OHV use rangesfrom moderate to heavy. Special recreation 
events (enduros) are also a seasonal activity and an integral part of OHV management in this area 
Winter and springOHV activitiescenter arounddevelopedcampgroundsin this area and at dispersed 
loading/unloadingareas. 

The FoutsSpringsBoysRanchlieswithinthis managementarea.Thisfacility is acombinationminimum-

securityVocationalBoysCamp andCaliforniaYouthAuthorityCampoperatedunderspecialusepermit 

by Solano and ColusaCounties 


This management area is within the UpperStony Creek Watershed Improvement Project (PL566), and 

water quality is emphasized due to downstream uses and needs. Uses of water from this area are 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #3 
adjudicatedbytheAngle Decree, however, existingwater rightsare adequatefor current and anticipat­

ed needs. Mill Creek andthe South Fork of Stony Creek supply water to Stony Creek, some of which 

is diverted into East Park Reservoir, while the rest flows into Stony Gorge Reservoir. 


Approximately80% of theforestedlandisaccessedbytheexistingtransportationsystem.This manage-

ment area includes three grazing allotments. Private land, as well as private cabins with year-long 

occupancy, are interspersedwith National Forest lands throughout this managementarea 


MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION ALLOCATION 

Management Prescription 

Wildlife Emphasis ................................. 

Chaparral Management ............................. 

Minimal Management .............................. 

RecreationArea .................................. 

Late Successional Reserve* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Timber Modified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
* EstimatedUnmapped LSR 


Acres 

3,480 

7,298 


7,533 


475 

100 


870 


Limit further development of OHV opportunitiesto short, lateral trails that tie to the state-wide OHV 

Corridor between Davis Flat, Digger Pine, and Middle Creek. Plan development and management to 

lessenor maintainvisual andsound impactsonSnow MountainWilderness andto encouragedisperse-

ment of use toward ManagementArea #4. 


DirectOHVuseaway fromwet meadowsandgladesthroughappropriatetraildesignationsinthe Forest 

OHV Plan. 


Prohibitoff-highway-vehicleuse inthe areaaroundtheprivatesummer homecabinsat BonnieView and 

Happy Camp. 


Continuespring and early summer closure of the Auk Auk and Black DiamondOHV trails to minimize 

disturbanceto deerfawningand quail nesting.Deferfurtherdevelopmentof OHVtrails intheWolf Glade 

area to minimizedisturbanceto deer fawning 


Analyze area for additionalwater developmentsfor big game, avoidingareaswhichwould conflictwith 

existing recreationaluses. 
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Management Direction (Cont'd 


Emphasizecompletion of the watershed improvement projects in the Upper Stony Creek watershed. 


Analyze the feasibilityof a water based recreationdevelopment at MillValley. 


Continuethe prescribedburningprogramfor hazard reductionaround private land holdings. 


Provide trail access for anglers. 


Pursueacquisitionof private land around Deafy Glade for access to Snow MountainWilderness. 


Pursue improvement of road 18N01 from the Forestboundaryto Letts Lake. 


LimitdevelopmentsassociatedwiththeFoutsBoysRanchtotheexistingpermitarea. Designand locate 
all developmentsto avoid conflict with the use of the surroundingNationalForest lands. Continuethe 
specialusepermitfor FoutsBoysRanchunlessit isdeterminedthat a higherpublicneedexistsfor the 
site. 


Species 

NorthernSpotted Owl 


Goshawk 

Deer 


BaldEagle 

PeregrineFalcon 


Key Wildlife Habitat 


Description 


Dispersalhabitat 

Criticalhabitat 

Dispersalhabitat 

Portionof BrittonRanchkey winter range 

and Snow Mountain key summer range 

Foraginghabitat 

Potentialnest site 


Diversity Seral Stage Goals* 

VeqetationType 


Hardwood 

Chaparral 

MixedConifer 


* Minimumacreagefor each seral stage within type. 


Minimum Acreage Goals 


28 
584 
165 
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SULLIVAN 


Total Acres 32,291 

NF Acres 


This area’s southern boundary lies alongthe Colusa/Lake County line, with the northernboundary on 

TroughSprings and Hornet Nest Ridge. The area extendswest from the Forest boundaryto the ridge 

at Goat Rock The area is located entirely within ColusaCounty. 


Chaparral is the typical vegetation found at lower elevations with lesser amounts of oak woodland, 
glades, gray pine, andsome ponderosaand knobconepines on northernaspects. Mixedconifer is the 
predominantvegetativetypeat higherelevations.White, blue, liveandblackoaksoccur inthe area, and 
the distributionof these oak speciesdependson elevation Elevationsrangefrom approximately 1,300 
feet alongthe eastern boundary to over 6,100 feet near Goat Rock. Soil stability is moderateto poor. 
The area contains 1,472 acres of suitable timberland. 

This management area contains potential foraging habitat for bald eagle, and the western portion is 
potentiallysuitablefor wild turkey.The area also containshabitat for northernspottedowl, deer, quail, 
andnon-gamespeciessuchas raptors.Peregrinefalconscurrentlyusea reconstructedrock ledgenear 
Goat Rock. LittleStonyCreek contains a small populationof residentrainbowtrout in upstreamareas. 
The streamalsohas athrivingassemblage of nativewarmwater fishes and is very importanthabitat for 
amphibiansand reptiles. 

The sensitiveplantsAntirrhinumsubcordatum,Epilobiumnivium. Fritillariapluriflora,and Hesperolinon 
drymarioides occur withinthis area.Calyptridiumquadripetalumisaspecialinterestspecieswhich also 
occurs here. This area may contain potential habitat for Brodiaea coronaria ssp. rosea. Eriastrum 
brandeqeae, andSilene campanulatassp. campanulara. 

Fireoccurrenceis low inthisarea The currenttransportationsystemaccessesabout 80% of allforested 

lands,andtimber managementactivitieshavefocusedonhigherelevationareasto thewest The Pacific 

Ridge AdministrativeSite is located in the southern portionof this managementarea. 


Digger PineCampgroundis one of two campgroundson the Stonyford Ranger District that servesas 
a primarystaging areafor the portionof the state-wideOHV Corridorthat beginsat Davis Flatand ends 
at Middle Creek Campground The primary recreationalactivity in the area during the fall, winter, and 
spring period is OHV use. Special recreation events (enduros) are also a seasonal activity and an 
integral part of OHV management in this area. Access to stream fishing at the upper elevations is 
marginal, due to dense brush and narrow canyons. Several small dispersed recreation sites are 
distributedthroughout the area and are usually filled to capacity during early deer hunting season. 

The LittleStony grazing allotment is locatedinthis area. Forage and water are both limitingfactors for 

livestock andwildlife. Livestock trespass on privateland is a continuingproblem, and, in the past, has 

posed problems in some riparianareas along Little Stony Creek. 


The Sullivan management area lies within the Upper Stony Creek Watershed Improvement Project 

(PL566) area Water quality is importantfor downstream uses. The area is inan adjudicatedwatershed, 

however, current water rights are adequate far current and anticipated needs Private lands with 

year-long occupancy are interspersed with National Forest lands throughout this area. This area 

contains private cabins, as well as summer homes under ForestService permit. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #4 

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONALLOCATION 


ManagementPrescription 


Wildlife Emphasis ......................... 


Chaparral Management ........................... 


MinimalManagement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Late Successional Reserve* .................... 


Timber Modified ............................ 


* EstimatedUnmapped LSRs 


ManagementDirection 


Acres 


4,093 


9,062 


15,507 


200 


1,472 


Completean inventoryof the existingtrail systemwithin this area, and identifyareaswhere corrective 
actions are required to protect soil and water resources. Rehabilitate, re-route, close, or obliterate 
non-designatedOHV trails. 

Evaluatethe potentialfor development and managementof OHV trails to emphasize use-flowtoward 
management areas #1 and #36 Develop loop trails that are tied to the Corridor where there are 
opportunities,and directdevelopmentaway fromLSRs, private land, andthe peregrinefalcon nest site. 

Placespecialemphasison reducingconflictsbetween different recreationuses, and conflictsbetween 
OHV use and private landowners. This is especially importantat developed recreationfacilities. 

Do not locate OHV trails through 100 acre unmappedLSRs surroundingspottedowl activity centers. 

ScheduleOHV events to avoid springfawningperiodandearly summer recovery and growth periodof 
deerwithinthe Goat Rock key summer range. Retainthe OHV seasonal closure in the Goat Rock area 
for protection of the peregrinefalcon nest site during breedingseason 

Improveand increasethe availabilityof forage and water for livestock and wildlifethrough prescribed 

burning, water developments, and forage seeding where appropriate. Continue efforts to minimize 

livestockdrift onto private land Emphasizeprotectionand enhancement of the riparianresourcealong 

Little Stony Creek. Manage permitted livestock grazingto be compatible with this objective. 
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Key Wildlife Habitat 

Species Description 


Bald Eagle Potential foraging habitat 

Northern Spotted Owl Dispersal habitat 

Goshawk Dispersal habitat 

Peregrine Falcon Verified nest site 

Deer Portion of Goat Rock key summer range 


Diversity Seral Stags Goals* 

Vegetation Tvpe Minimum Acreage Goals 

Hardwood 68 
Chaparral 725 
Mixed Conifer 313 

* Minimum acreage for each seral stage within type. 
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Research Natural Area 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #5 

RESEARCH NATURAL AREAS 

Total Acres 4,146 
NF Acres 4,146 

Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are areas managed to preserve representative examples of specific 
botanic, aquatic, and geological features, primarilyfor scientific and educational purposes. No roads 
are located within the RNAs The Pacific Southwest Region has identified ecosystems within each 
physiographicprovincewhich are neededto completea botanicaltarget systemof RNAs.The Mendoci­
no NationalForest is locatedinthe NorthCoast Range physiographicprovincewhich has 13 botanical 
elements targeted. The Six Rivers National Forest is also located within this province. 

Frenzel Creek RNA is the only established RNA on the Mendocino National Forest. It is located 
approximately SIX miles south of Stonyford in the Frenzel Creek drainage. It consists of approximately 
935 acres and contains three botanical elements, Sargent cypress, MacNab cypress, and serpentine 
chaparral This area also has good potential as a serpentine geologic type. 

No federally listed threatened or endangered or Forest Service sensitive wildlife species occur in the 
FrenzelCreek area. The riparianvegetationalong FrenzelCreek providescover and forage for a variety
of small mammals, reptiles, deer, and songbirds. 

Frenzel Creek RNA contains several sensitive plant species, as well as several species of special 
interest. The listed species are: Astraqalus clevelandii, Hesperolinon drymarioides, and Eriogonum 
nervulosum Specialinterestspecies include:Asclepias solanoana,Mimulus brachiatus, Mimulus glauc­
escens. Nemacladusmontanus,Senecioclevelandii,a subspeciesof Streptanthusmorrisonii,en appar­
ently undescribedspecies of Allium and an undescribedsubspecies of the Castilleiaminiata complex 

Four additionalResearchNaturalAreas are recommendedfor establishmentonthe MendocinoNational 
Forest. Their descriptionsare as follows: 

a. Hale Ridge (knobconepine) - consists of 960 acres includingdensestands of knobconepine as well 
as severaltransitionalzones to chamise chaparral, mixed hardwoods and chaparral, and mixedconifer 
types The area Occupies an entire watershed bounded by the Rice Fork of the Eel River and a fork of 
Salt Creek. It is dissectedintonumeroussmallfingers andsubwatersheds,with all aspectsrepresented. 
A portion of this area is within Late SuccessionalReserve and is also critical habitat for the northern 
spotted owl A portionof this areawas burnedby wildfire inDecember, 1988. Becauseof the lateseason, 
the intensity of the fire varied greatly. Some areas did not burn, much of the area was lightly burned, 
and a few areas had intense ground fire with a few patches of crowning. No new tractor lines were 
constructed during firefighting operations within the area. However, an old tractor line in the western 
portionof the area isseverely erodedand in needof treatment. Elevationrangesfrom 2,400 feet to 3,600 
feet This areacontains no known sensitive plants. 

b Wilder Ridge (chamise chaparral) - includes 570 acres on the Eastern edge of the Forest. The 
prevailingeasternaspect is moderately steepwith slopes of 30%to 50%, and is incisedby severalsteep 
drawsand intermittentstreamcourseswhich resultinvery brokentopography. Densestands of chamise 
occur on approximately340 acres. Elevations range from about 1,000 feet to just over 1,800 feet. The 
Wilder Ridge management area provides habitat for chaparral adapted species such as the California 
thrasher, but does not contain habitat for any federally listed threatened or endangered or Forest 
Service Sensitive wildlife species. Eriastrumbrandeqeae, a sensitiveplant, grows on this site. This site 
also contains suitable habitat for Antirrhinum Subcordatum 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION IV - 99 




MANAGEMENT AREA #5 
c. Devils Basin(black oak) - lies onthe northslopeof LogSpringsRidgeaboveThomesCreek.The heart 
of the basinisa largeflat onthetoeof anold landfailureandissurroundedonthree sidesby moderately 
steep slopes The area contains a large stand of black oak (420 acres) with adjacent stands of 
oak-savannah, mixed hardwood, conifer-hardwood,and mixedshrubtypes for a total of 671 acres. The 
Devils Basin area contains habitat for bear, deer and turkey. It is located within a Late Successional 
Reserve, and also provides critical habitat for the northern spotted owl. Elevations range from about 
1,500 feet to 3,500 feet. This area contains no known sensitive plants. 

d Doll Basin (mixedconifer)-Vegetationrangesfrom Douglas-fir/ponderosapineat the lowerelevations 
to whitefir/Douglas-fir at the higher elevations. Sugar pine, incensecedar, and black oak are secondary 
species found through much of the area This extremely rugged area, totaling about 995 acres, lies 
between Doll Ridge and Short Ridge below Forest Service road 24N02. Five distinct, steep-walled 
drainages dissect the terrain. The Doll Basin area is locatedwithin a Late SuccessionalReserve and 
it containscriticalhabitatfor the northernspotted owl. The elevation range is 4,200-6,700 feet. This area 
contains no known sensitive plants. 

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONALLOCATION 

Management Prescription Acres 
Research NaturalAreas .............................4,146 

Managemetn Direction 

Management Directionfor this managementarea is set forth inthe ResearchNaturalArea Management 
Prescription,described earlier in this chapter. This management area corresponds exactly to the area 
where that prescriptionapplies. Further direction applicableto this management area can be found in 
the Forest-wideStandards and Guidelines 

Control erosion and restore soil stability along the old tractor line at the western edge of the proposed 
Hale Ridge RNA. 
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Key Wildlife Habitat 

Hale Ridge 

Devil's Basin 

Doll Basin 

Frenzel Creek 

Wilder Ridge 

Species 

NorthernSpotted Owl 

Goshawk 
Deer 

NorthemSpotted Owl 

Goshawk 
Marten/Fisher 
Deer 

Northern Spotted Owl 

Goshawk 
Marten/Fisher
Deer 

None 

None 

Description 

Entirely within LSR RC313 

Dispersal habitat 

Critical habitat 

Dispersal habitat 

Hale Ridge key winter range (entire area) 


Portion of LSR RC309 

Dispersal habitat 

Criticalhabitat 

Dispersal habitat 

Dispersal habitat 

Portionof Thomes Creek key winter range 


Late SuccessionalReserve 

Critical habitat 

Nesting habitat 

Denning habitat 

Portion of Wells Cabin/Plaskett key sum­

mer range 
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-- 

MANAGEMENT AREA #6 

ALDER 

Total Acres 40,032 
NF Acres 33,265 

This management area is borderedon the north by Forest Highway 7 and on the south by Forest Road 
20N01 The western boundary is located along the divide between the Eel River drainage and the 
Sacramento Valley 

Vegetation is diverse throughout the area. Extensive brush fields are intermixed with conifers at the 
upper elevations. Soils are low in productivity and have a moderate to high erosion potential. At low 
elevations on Rattlesnake Ridge, large grassy openingsare surrounded by blue and white oaks. Black 
oak and mixedconifer border these grasslands at higher elevations. The area contains 3,112 acres of 
suitable timberland. 

This area provides habitat for wild turkey, California quail, deer, and California thrasher. Rattlesnake 
Ridge is within key deer winter range. The grass/oak vegetation mosaics are potential areas for wild 
turkey transplants This management area contains habitatfor the northern spotted owl and goshawk. 

This area contains the sensitive plant species Antirrhinumsubcordatumand Hesperolinontehamense. 
A sighting of Asclepias solanoana, a special interest species, has been recorded in the area. Two 
rust-resistant sugar pines have been identified in this area. 

The lower elevationareas extendingfrom the floor of the SacramentoValley to the timberline pose high 
fire hazards These areas contain continuousfuel beds of chaparral on steep slopes, where there is a 
potentialfor large fires. Areas at higher elevations pose moderate fire hazards. Most of the timbered 
areas have a light to moderate fuel loading of logging slash. 

Limited OHV use occurs in this area. Few OHV conflicts arise because use is light and other uses are 
well-dispersed.Deer hunting during the late season is a popular recreationuse of the area. Numerous 
dispersed camping sites exist. 

Alder Springs AdministrativeSite lies within this managementarea. A portion of this site is occupied by 
a minimumsecurity ConservationCamp operated underspecialuse permitto the CaliforniaDepartment 
of Corrections and the California Department of Forestryand Fire Protection. 

About 70% of all forested lands are accessedby the currenttransportationsystem. This area lies within 
the Upper Stony Creek Watershed Improvement Project (PL566). Water from the area is primarily used 
for irrigation. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #6 

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTION ALLOCATION 


Management Prescription 

Wildlife Emphasis ................................ 
Chaparral Management ............................ 
Minimal Management ............................ 
Late Successional Reserve * .......................... 
Timber Modified ................................. 
* Estimated Unmapped LSRs 

Management Direction 

Acres 

.4,497 

.8,160 

.17,296 

200 

.3,112 

Avoid activitieswhich would concentrate recreationuse adjacentto Alder Springs conservation Camp. 

Emphasize completion of the watershed improvement projects in the Upper Stony Creek watershed. 

Exclude OHV use within Grassy Patch Meadow. 

Analyze the portionof the managementareasouth of SanhedrinRidgefor potentialwater developments 
far big game, and manage vegetation to improve forage for deer within key deer range. 

Analyze and pursue upgrading Forest Highway 7 to a surfaced, two lane standard. Evaluate the 
suitability of this route for inclusion in the Scenic Byway System. 

Continuetreating fuels to reduce fire hazards. 

Protect and utilize existing rust-resistant sugar pines to produce seed for rust-resistantseedlings. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #6 

Key Wildlife Habitat 

Species 


Northern Spotted Owl 

Goshawk 

Deer 


Description 


Dispersal habitat 

Dispersal habitat 

Portions of Cedar Ridge and Grindstone 

key summer ranges 

Entire Rattlesnake Ridge key winter range 


Diversity Seral Stage Goals* 

Vegetation Tvpe Minimum Acreage Goals 

Hardwood 245 
Chaparral 653 
Mixed Conifer 675 

* Minimum acreage for each seral stage within type. 
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